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Executive Summary 
 
Milton Keynes Council’s Independent Remuneration Panel has been asked to prepare this 
report in order to help the Council fulfil its statutory duty to review its scheme of allowances at 
regular intervals.  
 
The Panel took account of a range of information prior to formulating their recommendations. 
This included information on the governance arrangements and structures of the Council, the 
views of councillors – via both face-to-face interviews, written submissions and a short survey – 
relevant benchmarking data, the economic and financial climate within which the Council 
operates and the desire to encourage citizens to participate in local democracy. The Panel also 
considered the statutory framework for members’ allowances, including the relevant statutory 
instruments and the guidance issued by the Department for Communities and Local 
Government. 
 
The Panel took particular care to try to balance the need to ensure that citizens are able to 
participate in local democracy by standing for election against the reality of the prevailing 
financial climate. In doing so, the Panel have based their recommendations upon the existing 
scheme of allowances but have made a small number of recommendations in order to address 
the issues that they perceive to exist within the scheme.  
 
In terms of the basic allowance, the Panel have also taken into consideration the increasing 
workloads of councillors and the demands in representing citizens and participating in decision 
making in one of the most dynamic and fastest-growing areas of the United Kingdom. While 
councillors expressed a general level of satisfaction with the level of the basic allowance, the 
Panel were conscious of the fact that the amount is not index linked and has therefore not 
changed for some time. The Panel hope that their recommendations will address this issue. 
 
The Panel have given equally careful consideration to the special responsibility allowances 
payable to councillors who undertake additional duties, many of which are equivalent to a 
demanding full-time job. The Panel heard a range of views on these allowances, which they 
took account of alongside benchmarking data from other comparable authorities and the 
particular governance structures and political landscape at Milton Keynes Council. The Panel 
have taken the decision to leave this section of the scheme largely untouched, but have made 
some recommendations for the Council to consider. The first is the introduction of an index to 
ensure allowances keep pace with the rising cost of living. The second is the introduction of an 
allowance for the Deputy Leader of the Council as Milton Keynes is almost unique in not 
recognising this position within its scheme of allowances.  
 
The Panel would like to thank all of the councillors who took part in the review by answering 
the many questions that the Panel posed. The Panel believes that these recommendations, if 
adopted, will result in a scheme of allowances that is fair, transparent and affordable. The Panel 
hope that the Council will approve these recommendations. 
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Introduction 

1.1 The Council is required to make a scheme of allowances for its councillors in accordance 
with the Local Authorities (Members’ Allowances) (England) Regulation 2003. The process 
for making and reviewing such a scheme is regulated so that the public can have confidence 
in the independence, openness and accountability of the process involved. The process 
requires that the Council must establish an independent remuneration panel and, before 
making or amending its scheme of allowances, must have regard to the views of the Panel. 
 

1.2 This report presents the recommendations of the Independent Remuneration Panel to the 
Council for consideration and approval. 
 

 
The Panel 
 
2.1 In accordance with the Council’s constitution, the current Panel was appointed following a 

recruitment process established by the Council. The Panel comprises the following 
members: 

 Ms Ruby Parmar. Ruby is the Senior Partner at PricewaterhouseCoopers’ Milton Keynes 
Office. Ruby also sits on the Board of Trustees of the Magic Bus India Foundation, a 
charity dedicated to providing children living in poverty the opportunity to shape their 
future. 

 Ms Jan Flawn CBE. Jan is the founder and Chair of PJ Care, a leading Milton Keynes-
based provider of specialist neurological care and neuro rehabilitation for people with 
progressive or acquired neurological conditions. 

 Mr Stewart Bailey. Stewart is Managing Director of Virtual Viewing, a company 
specialising in computer generated work aimed at inspiring inward investment and 
interest in construction and design projects. 

The Panel was assisted in their deliberations by Paul Hanson, Democratic Services Manager 
from the LGSS Northamptonshire office. 
 

Terms of Reference for the Review 
 
3.1 The Panel’s terms of reference were based on the relevant statutory instrument (Members 

Allowances (England) Regulations 2003), as well as guidance issued by the Department for 
Communities and Local Government (New Council Constitutions: Guidance on Regulation 
for Local Authority Allowances). It should be noted that the Panel is required to take these 
documents into account when preparing recommendations on the Council’s scheme of 
allowances. 
 

3.2 In line with the statutory requirements relating to schemes, the Panel’s agreed terms of 
reference were as follows: 

 To determine the amount of basic allowance that should be payable to councillors; 
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 To determine the responsibilities or duties which should lead to the payment of a 
special responsibility allowance and the amount of such allowances;  

 To determine the duties for which a travelling and subsistence allowance can be paid 
and the amount of such allowances; 

 Whether the Council’s allowances scheme should include an allowance in respect of the 
expenses of arranging for the care of children and dependants and the amount of this 
allowance and the means by which it should be determined; and 

 Whether annual adjustments of allowance levels should be made by reference to an 
index, and, if so, for how long such a measure should run. 
 

3.3 The Panel also agreed the following set of broad principles within which the review of 
allowances was undertaken: 

 In line with the statutory guidance, the Panel took into account the principle that an 
element of the role of councillor must be voluntary, but that should not mean that 
councillors should suffer significant financial loss as a result of undertaking the role; 

 Allowances should not be designed to reward councillors, but neither should the level of 
allowances prohibit individuals from considering standing for election; and 

 The Panel were mindful that a reasonable percentage of councillors that should be 
eligible to receive a Special Responsibility Allowance. 
 

The Evidence Considered 
 
4.1 The Panel considered a range of qualitative and quantitative evidence, as well as 

benchmarking data. In the area of basic and special responsibility allowances, the Panel 
attributed greatest weight to the written and verbal testimony of councillors.  
 

4.2 Benchmarking evidence was considered, however, the Panel had to be cautious in the 
application of this data. This was because the data, while helpful in determining the relative 
position of allowances paid by Milton Keynes Council in comparison to other comparable 
(statistical nearest neighbour) authorities, the data does not reveal the reasons for any 
discrepancies, nor the detail of the range of responsibilities covered by each post. 

 
4.3 The Panel issued an open invitation to all councillors to meet with them and share their 

views. Individual interviews were conducted with ten councillors over the course of the 
review, representing all of the political groups on the Council. A simple questionnaire was 
also circulated at the Panel’s request and nine responses were received. A range of opinions 
were heard, relating not just to allowances but also to the nature of the role of councillor, 
the time commitment involved and other forms of support that are available to councillors. 
Input was received from councillors who were employed, self-employed and retired. 

 
4.4 There was a general consensus that the current rate of basic allowance is broadly sufficient, 

but some concerns were expressed about the lack of any form of indexation within the 
scheme and the long-term effect this could have on the viability of allowances. The Panel 



6 
 

felt that the basic allowance must be set at a level that allows councillors to make the not-
inconsiderable time commitment required in order to fulfil their roles effectively, 
particularly now given the rapid growth within the Milton Keynes area.   

 
4.5 On the issue of special responsibility allowances, a diverse range of opinions were 

expressed. There was a broad consensus on the level of allowances attached to such roles 
as group leaders and committee chairs, but rather less consensus about roles such as 
committee vice-chairs. The Panel took careful account of this information and used 
benchmarking data to determine how such roles were treated in other comparable 
authorities. 

 
4.6 In terms of the expenses that may be claimed in the course of carrying out their roles, 

councillors were generally satisfied with the arrangements in place. Some small changes to 
the scheme were suggested, however, and the Panel has made recommendations based on 
their own views as to the fairness and transparency of this aspect of the scheme.  

 
4.7 Some councillors expressed the view that a form of means testing could be used to ensure 

that the budget for allowances is apportioned efficiently. The Panel noted this issue but 
were mindful of the fact that the legislative framework which underpins local authority 
allowances provides no freedom to do this.  

 
4.8 The Panel noted that most formal committee meetings take place in the evenings in order 

to make the best use of councillors’ time and reduce the impact on those councillors who 
are in paid employment. The Panel welcomed the efforts made by the Council but felt that 
the Council could, and should, do more to support councillors who are also employed, 
particularly where they undertake additional roles within the Council. 
 

4.9 In formulating recommendations about the special responsibility allowances within the new 
scheme, the Panel sought to examine the nature of the roles undertaken by councillors and 
determine the position of each role within the hierarchy of allowances. This approach was 
based on the principles that underpin every review of allowances and takes into account 
factors such as 

 The level of decision making responsibility associated with each role; 

 Other responsibilities associated with each role (such as responsibility for chairing a 
committee, and attendance at outside meetings associated with the role); 

 The time requirement of each role; and 

 Any other specialist skills, knowledge or other factors needed to be able to carry out 
each role effectively. 

 
The Panel’s Conclusions and Recommendations 
 
5.1 In undertaking their review, the Panel were mindful of the fact that their recommendations 

would be subject to considerable internal and external scrutiny and would have to be 
supported by the evidence considered. The Panel also considered whether the current 
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financial and economic climate should inform their recommendations. The Panel took the 
view that this was an important factor and the public would rightly expect it to form part of 
the Panel’s considerations. The Panel also felt, however, that it had to be balanced against 
other factors such as the need to encourage democratic diversity and participation in local 
democracy. 
 

5.2 The councillors whose views were provided to the Panel represented a range of 
backgrounds, including employed, self-employed and retired members. The Panel took the 
view that no-one should be prevented from undertaking the role of councillor as a result of 
their personal circumstances. Having considered the range of information presented to 
them, they took the view that while there is evidence to suggest that allowances play a part 
in this issue, factors such as the time commitment required of councillors also has a direct 
bearing. The Panel have sought to make recommendations that will enable a diverse range 
of citizens are able to consider standing for election.  

 
The Basic Allowance 
 
6.1 The Panel considered a range of evidence and opinion about the basic allowance. The Panel 

felt that, although there was general satisfaction with the level of basic allowance currently 
paid to councillors, care needed to be taken to ensure that the allowance properly covers 
the costs associated with undertaking the role of councillor, particularly for councillors in 
full or part-time employment who may need to take unpaid leave and experience a 
corresponding loss of pensionable pay in order to undertake their role. The Panel were also 
cognisant of the additional workloads placed on all councillors as a result of the rapid 
growth taking place in Milton Keynes and the increasing complexity of the role as a result of 
this. 
 

6.2 The Panel feel that the basic allowance should be seen as covering the reasonable costs 
associated with holding the office of councillor. In light of the above, the Panel recommend 
that the basic allowance should be set at £10,500 per year from 1 April 2018  

 
6.3 The Panel also recommend that the basic allowance should increase by 2% every year from 

1 April 2019 for a period of four years. This increase is the same as that recently announced 
for local government staff. The Panel feels that this recommendation will address a 
shortcoming of the Council’s current scheme of allowances in a sensible and sustainable 
way. 

 
Special Responsibility Allowances 
 
7.1 On the subject of special responsibility allowances (SRAs), the Panel heard a wide range of 

views on the different roles that are necessary in order to facilitate the operation of the 
new governance arrangements. In some cases the message was fairly clear and consistent, 
while in other cases – such as committee vice chairs - there was far less consensus.  
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7.2 The Panel reviewed each role individually, using the evidence supplied by councillors, as 
well as written material supplied by the Council, as the basis for evaluating each role and 
determining an appropriate allowance. 

 
7.3 Leader of the Council, Deputy Leader of the Council and Cabinet Members 
 

7.3.1 In the case of the Leader, Deputy Leader and Cabinet, the Panel were satisfied that 
councillors undertaking these roles continue to take on very significant decision 
making and other responsibilities. These include holding senior officers to account, 
negotiating with Government representatives and other external agencies and, in 
the case of the Leader, setting priorities for other decision makers and representing 
Milton Keynes at an international level. It was clear to the Panel that these roles 
also require a substantial time commitment. The Panel is satisfied that the 
allowance for both the Leader and members of the Cabinet are appropriate and 
should not be changed.  
 

7.3.2 The Panel were, however, greatly concerned that the role of Deputy Leader is not 
recognised within Milton Keynes Council’s scheme of allowances. The Panel have no 
doubt that the role of Deputy Leader is an important one which, by definition, is 
more onerous than that of Cabinet Member. The Panel also noted that Milton 
Keynes Council is the only one of the nearest neighbour authorities not to recognise 
the role of Deputy Leader within its scheme of allowances. 

 
7.3.3 The Panel therefore recommend the following allowances: 

 
Leader of the Council £30,000 
Deputy Leader of the Council  £15,000 
Cabinet Member £11,000 

 
7.3.4 Additionally, the Panel could see no practical value in the application of a cap on the 

total cost of cabinet positions, particularly given the limitation on the size of the 
Cabinet prescribed by statute and the fact that no similar cap is in place for other 
positions such as scrutiny committee chairs. The Panel therefore recommend that 
the cap be removed from the scheme of allowances.  

 
7.4 Overview and Scrutiny Committees 

 
7.4.1 Unlike the Cabinet, roles associated with overview and scrutiny (Chair of Scrutiny 

Management Committee and Chairs of Scrutiny Committees) are not associated 
with significant decision making responsibility. The Panel felt that this continues to 
be an important distinction which must be taken into account. Nevertheless, the 
Panel acknowledge that scrutiny plays an important part in the governance of the 
Council, particularly at a time of significant challenge. It is clear to the Panel that the 
councillors responsible for leading the scrutiny function take on significant 
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responsibility in terms of holding decision makers (i.e. the Cabinet) and senior 
officers to account. The Panel acknowledges that chairing a scrutiny committee can 
be a time consuming role.  
 

7.4.2 The Panel recommends no changes to the existing allowances: 
 
Chair of Scrutiny Management Committee £7,500 
Chair of Scrutiny Committee  £4,500 
Chair of Task and Finish Groups (pro-rata) £4,500 

 
7.5 Other Committees 

 
7.5.1 The Panel acknowledged that chairing other committees (Licensing and Regulatory, 

Development Control, Audit Committee, Standards Committee and 
RegenerationMK Committee) are notable roles. The Panel are clear that councillors 
undertaking these roles are expected to carry out their duties diligently, but also 
acknowledged that the time commitment and level of subject matter knowledge 
required varied between committees. 
 

7.5.2 The Panel heard a range of views about the role of vice chairs of these committees. 
Some councillors felt that vice chairs undertake an important and onerous role, 
while others felt that vice chairmanship of a committee is a developmental role 
which may be undertaken in preparation for a more onerous role in the future. The 
Panel considered this issue carefully but ultimately decided that, given the number 
of councillors who are already eligible to receive a special responsibility allowance, 
these roles do not merit an allowance 
 

7.5.3 The Panel agreed that the allowances provided within the current scheme, and the 
relative hierarchy of roles, is correct. The Panel therefore recommend the following 
allowances: 

 
Licensing and Regulatory Committee Chair £8,000 
Development Control Committee Chair £8,000 
Audit Committee Chair £5,500 
Standards Committee Chair £3,000 
RegenerationMK Committee Chair £3,000 

 
7.6 Opposition Group Leaders 
 

7.6.1 The Panel felt that councillors undertaking the role of group leader undertake a 
responsible and demanding job, particularly given the current and historical political 
makeup of the Council.  
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7.6.2 The Panel recommend the following allowances: 
 

Main Opposition Group Leader £620 per group 
member 

Smaller Opposition Group Leader £620 per group 
member 

 
7.7 Civic Allowances 

 
7.7.1 Although civic allowances do not strictly form part of the Panel’s remit, as they are 

included within the scheme of allowances the Panel saw fit to include these roles 
within their recommendations. The Panel recommend no changes to these 
allowances: 
 
Mayor £11,000 
Deputy Mayor £5,500 

 
 
7.8 Indexation 
 

7.8.1 The Panel considered the need to put in place a form of indexation for special 
responsibility allowances in order to ensure that the level of compensation provided 
to councillors who undertake these important roles does not fall behind the cost of 
living. The Panel discussed this point in depth and resolved to recommend that 
special responsibility allowances should increase by 2% every year from 1 April 2018 
for a period of four years. It should be noted that one member of the Panel felt it 
was more appropriate to defer the introduction of this indexation until April 2019, 
for reasons of affordability. The remaining two members of the Panel, however, felt 
that this issue needed to be addressed immediately. This indexation should also 
apply to civic allowances. 

 
Other allowances and expenses 
 
8.1 The Panel considered and reviewed all of the other allowances and expenses under their 

terms of reference (set out in section 3). They have decided to make the following 
recommendations: 
• The dependents’ and carers’ allowance should be retained at the present rate (living 

wage in respect of child care, £10 per hour or Milton Keynes Council Home Help rate in 
respect of care for adults); 

• The amounts payable for travel expenses should continue to be paid at the same rates 
as those paid to officers; 

• The amounts payable for subsistence expenses should continue to be paid at the 
current rates; and 



11 
 

• The amounts payable to co-opted members should continue to be paid at the current 
rates. 

• The Panel have recommended small clarifications to the list of approved duties for 
which expenses can be claimed.  

 
Other recommendations 
 
9.1 The Panel heard much about the difficulties of balancing the demands associated with the 

role of councillor with employment and family life. The Panel were concerned to hear about 
the impact that this has on councillors, particularly when deciding whether to take on 
additional roles or even whether to re-stand for election once election. 
 

9.2 The Panel therefore recommends that the Council should investigate ways of helping 
councillors manage their work-life balance effectively. This should extend to providing 
information about employment rights for councillors who are employed, as well as 
providing employers with information about the benefits of employing councillors. 

 
 


